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ABSTRACT
This research work took a critical look at the information environment of Theatre and Media
Arts Students of Federal University of Oye-Ekiti Ekit State. The study adopted was
descriptive survey. The population was drawn from the undergraduate of Theatre and Media
Arts with a population of 200. The study used the whole population as its sample size. Out of
the 200 questionnaires administered, 190 copies were returned and found fit for analysis. The
data were analysed using Statistical Percentage for Social Science. Findings of the study
revealed that Theatre and Media Arts Students of FUOYE have information needs relating to
academics assignment, preparation for theatrical performance and information on learning
and research coupled with the fact that the students depend majorly on internet and
cybercafé for their information needs. Other findings revealed that FOUYE students do visit
library and information centres as well as internet and cybercafé in seeking the needed
information. The research also observed that the FUOYE students faced with economic and
financial constraints. It was recommended that that the library should be well funded and
equipped with recent and up-to-date e-resources for the betterment of the students’
performance. The library staff should as a matter of policy ensure to provide assistance to the
aforementioned students, especially those who may have difficulties in searching for needed
information using library facilities. Libraries should be provided with proper hardware and
software and on-line access to e-resources. Management at both senate and departmental
level should organize workshops as means of educating and training students regarding the
various e-information sources available to explore in the library.
Keywords: Information, Information Environment,
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Introduction
Information is indisputably one of the necessities of life just like food, shelter, and
cloth. This is because it is an indispensable resource that everybody needs on a daily basis to
be able to carry out any activity or business. Scientifically, information is a processed data.
Politically, socially, or otherwise, it is referred to as that which is used for decision-making.
According to Nyam, Akawe and Tyonum, (2015) information is an input, which reduces the
level of uncertainty in any decision process; an important tool and a valuable resource
required for the realization of any objective or goal set by organizations and individuals. In
other words information can be described as, an indispensable factor for promoting the
development of society, as essential part of a nation’s resource being used as the raw material
for making policies, for creating knowledge and fuelling the modern organization.
Chinnasamy, (2016) describes information as the knowledge of the human in action. It may
be ideas, facts, data and imaginative works of human mind, which are communicated
formally or informally in any format. Information is indisputably one of the necessities of life
just like food, shelter, and cloth.
Information needs according to Nyam (2014) are influenced by a variety of factors
such as the range of information sources available, the uses to which the information will be
put, the background, motivation, professional orientation, and individual characteristics of the
user. Other factors are the socio-political, economic, legal and regulatory systems
surrounding the user, as well as the consequences of information use. The quality of sources
of information available to the user is also important because relevant sources are most like to
beget useful information, information need is what an individual ought to have, for whatever
reason when an individual has a need for information.
Information seeking behavior can be described as an individual’s manner of gathering
and sourcing information for personal use, knowledge updating and development. According
to Darko, (2014), information seeking behavior is the way people go about searching for
information.

Students’ information seeking behavior involves purposeful information

seeking as a result of the need to complete course assignments, prepare for class discussions,
seminars, workshops, and write final-year research papers, it is noted that the information
sources (e.g. the library) that a user actually needs may not eventually tally with what is
practically available, due to constraints either in the stock or the user’s own inability.
Federal University Oye-Ekiti (FUOYE) was one of the nine Federal Universities
established by the Federal Government of Nigeria in 2011, pursuant to an executive order
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made by the former President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, His Excellency, Dr.
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCFR. Federal University Oye-Ekiti, whose pioneer Vice
Chancellor, was Professor Chinedu Ostadinma Nebo, OON, and the present Vice Chancellor
Professor Kayode Soremekun who was recently appointed by the current President, has two
campuses at Oye-Ekiti and Ikole-Ekiti and 6 Faculties and 38 Departments.

Statement of the Problem
Information is very essential in all areas of human endeavor and without it nothing
takes place. For theatre and media art students, information is crucial for their success,
especially given the delicate nature of their field of study which is connected with saving
lives (Nyam et al, 2015). Most students are not exposed to these skills that have to do with
information and communication technology. The problem therefore is that students do not
have the skill and knowledge to locate the right information sources thereby wasting valuable
time which would have been used in their course of study. The study investigates the
information environment of Theatre and Media Arts students in Federal University Oye-Ekiti,
Ekiti State. The specific objectives of the study are:
i.

To examine the information seeking behaviour of Theatre and Media Arts
students in the Federal University Oye-Ekiti. Ekiti State

ii.

To find the sources explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students to meet their
information needs;

iii.

To identify the problems faced by students of Theatre and Media Arts in seeking
information

To conduct the investigation, the following questions were raised:
i.

What are the information seeking bahviour of Theatre and Media Arts students in
the Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State?

ii.

To find the sources explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students to meet their
information needs;

iii.

What are the problems faced by the Theatre and Media Arts student in seeking for
information?

Literature Review
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Information has no universally acceptable definition and as such, different scholars
have defined it from their viewpoint. Nyam, Akawe and Tyonum, (2015) maintain that
information has always played an important role in human life and as a basic human
resource; its need is never a subject of controversy. Information is structured data that causes
a human mind to change its opinion about the current state of real world and contribute to a
reinforcement of ideas and opinions. Information as a term denotes facts or data. Information
according to Olawoyin, (2015) information is a man’s accumulated knowledge in all subjects,
in all forms and from all sources that could help its users to make decisions. Information is
whatever that is capable of causing a human mind to change its opinion about the current
state of the real world; this implies that information can be taken as data that is processed into
more meaningful form. It is a data recorded, classified, organized, related or inter-related
within the context to convey meaning. Information at all levels remains the life-blood of
human beings and any organization.
Information seeking behavior can be described as an individual’s manner of gathering
and sourcing information for personal use, knowledge updating and development. Olawoyin,
(2015) information seeking behavior is the way people go about searching for information.
Students’ information seeking behavior involves purposeful information seeking as a result of
the need to complete course assignments, prepare for class discussions, seminars, workshops,
and write final-year research papers. Bhatti (2010) observed that most students concentrate
on using particular materials recommended by either their lecturers or colleagues who have
used them before, rather than searching for the most appropriate document to use.
Information seeking behavior is the purposive seeking of information as a consequence of a
need to satisfy some goal. In the course of seeking, the individual may interact with manual
information systems such as a newspaper or a library, or with computer-based systems such
as the Web.
Several factors can affect the Theatre and Media Art Students’ information seeking
behaviors. A significant body of literature exists on information needs and seeking behavior
of different students across disciplines and their level among Theatre and Media Art Students.
Lack of knowledge and awareness is another barrier to information utilization to some of the
students which make them to be worrisome. Yusuf (2012) noted that study on the use of
media subject or literature at the University, concluded that often student do not succeed in
achieving the basis goal of developing ability to use the access tools of information
independently.
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Methodology
This study adopted a descriptive survey design. The population consisted of
undergraduate Theatre and Media Arts students of Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti state,
which are 200. Since the population is not much, the study adopted all the population as its
sample size. A total of 200 copies of questionnaires were sent out and 190 copies were
returned and found to be valid and fit for analysis. The data were analyzed using descriptive
frequency table with the aid of Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS).

Results
Table 1: Sex of Respondents
Sex

Frequency

Percentage

Male

78

41.1

Female

112

58.9

Total

190

100.0

Table 1 above shows that 78 (41.1%) of the respondents were male and 112 (58.9%)
of the respondents were female which brings us to a conclusion that a greater percentage of
the total number of students in the department of Theatre and Media arts, Federal University
of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti state are female

Table 2: Age bracket
Age bracket

Frequency

Percentage

Below 20 years

30

15.8

20-30 years

155

81.6

30-40 years

5

2.6

190

100.0

Total

Table 2 above shows that 30 (15.8%) of the respondents are below 20 years, 155
(81.6%) of the respondents were within the range of 20-30 years while 5 of the respondents
were within the range of 30-40 years. This however attests to the fact that most of the
students of the department of theatre and media arts (FUOYE) are within the age bracket of
20-30 years.

Table 3: Level of Study
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Level of study

Frequency

Percentage

100 level

21

11.1

200 level

51

26.8

300 level

97

51.1

400 level

21

11.1

Total

190

100.0

Table 3 above indicates that 21 (11.1) of the respondents are in 100 level, 51 (26.8%)
respondents are in 200 level, 97 (51.1) respondents are in 300 level while 21 (11.1) of the
respondents are in 400 level which shows that a greater percentage of the respondents are in
300 level. The diagrammatic representation is as shown in Fig.4.3 below.

Table 4:

Information needs of Theatre and Media Arts students

INFORMATION NEEDS

SA

A

I

D

RII

Academic assignments

153

31

1

5

0.936842

1st

Preparation for theatrical performance or production

149

36

0

5

0.932895

2nd

Keep up to date on subject of interest

109

70

0 11

0.864474

5th

Entertainment

109

74

1

6

0.876316

4th

Information on learning and research

117

63

2

8

0.880263

3rd

Information on health/social welfare

94

79

3 14

0.832895

10th

Information on government political issue and human rights

100

76

5

9

0.851316

7th

Information on global and international issues

98

77

2 13

0.842105

8th

Information for personal development

99

79

5

7

0.855263

6th

Industrial attachment

99

73

5 13

0.839474

9th

Information related to higher education

109

69

4

0.867105

4th
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RANKING

The RII index in the Table 4.5 shows the information needs of Theatre and Media
Arts students in the Federal University of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti state. The Table shows that
Academic assignments is the most important information need of Theatre and Media Arts
students in the Federal University of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State with relative important index (RII)
of 0.936842 and it is therefore ranked first. This is closely followed by Preparation for
theatrical performance or production as identified by respondents as another major
information need with RII of 0.932895 and this was ranked second. Information on learning
and research with RII of 0.880263 is ranked third. However, Information on health/social
welfare is the least important information need of Theatre and Media Arts students in the
Federal University of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State with RII of 0.832895.
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Table 5: Sources explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students
SOURCES OF INFORMATION

SA

A

I

D

RII

RANKING

Library, archives and documentation center

112

17

0

8

0.667105

7th

Discussion with fellow students

134

47

5

4

0.909211

2nd

Radio and television

87

70

19

14

0.802632

3rd

Churches and mosques

52

91

8

39

0.705263

6th

Friends and relatives

60

114

7

9

0.796053

4th

Newspaper and magazines

74

74

3

39

0.740789

5th

Local government, palace and NGOS

37

65

12

76

0.582895

8th

The internet and cybercafé

142

39

1

8

0.914474

1st

Table 5 shows the sources explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students to meet
their information needs. The table shows that the internet and cybercafé is the major source
explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students to meet their information needs in the
Federal University of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti state with relative important index (RII) of 0.909211
and it is therefore ranked first. Discussion with fellow students is ranked second major source
explored by the Theatre and Media Arts students to meet their information needs with RII of
0.802632. Radio and television with RII of 0.802632 is ranked third. However, Information
on Local government, palace and NGOS is the least important information need of Theatre
and Media Arts students in the Federal University of Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti state with RII of
0.582895.

Table 6: Problems faced by students in seeking information
PROBLEMS FACED IN SEEKING

SA

A

D

SD

RII

RANKING

Lack of information technologies

112

64

10

4

0.873684

2nd

Incompetence of library staff

107

47

33

3

0.839474

8th

Economic/financial constraints

117

59

12

2

0.882895

1st

Unaware of where to locate needed

96

54

38

2

0.821053

10th

Irrelevant and out-dated materials

100

66

18

6

0.842105

6th

Heavy workload

102

70

15

3

0.856579

4th

Tight schedule of studies

108

65

16

1

0.868421

3rd

Library staff are unwilling to help

70

95

18

7

0.800000

12th

INFORMATION

information
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Ineffective network services

93

81

11

5

0.844737

5th

Low level of computer literacy

92

52

40

6

0.802632

11th

Cost ignorance

77

69

34

10

0.780263

13th

Language

80

55

48

7

0.773684

14th

Geographical location

106

54

23

7

0.840789

7th

Noise

101

62

18

9

0.835526

9th

An Economic/financial constraint is ranked as the major problems faced by student of
Theatre and Media Arts in seeking information with RII of 0.882895. The second major
problem faced by students of theatre and media arts in seeking information is Lack of
information technologies (0.873684) and tight schedule of studies is ranked third with RII of
0.868421. Language is the least important problem faced by student of Theatre and Media
arts in seeking information with RII is 0.773684; this is as reflected in Table 4.8

Findings
The objectives of this study is to examine the information environment of Theatre and
Media Arts Students of the Federal University Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State in collaboration with
data gathered and analyzed hence, the summary of the findings are therefore presented below:
1. The study revealed that academic assignments, learning and research and
entertainment are the most important information need of the students of the
department of Theatre and Media Arts (FUOYE).
2. Also, the sources of information explored by the respondents are majorly internet,
information centres and cybercafé. Meanwhile, group discussion, listening to radio
and reading newspapers are other sources of gathering their information.
3. The study further revealed the problems faced by Theatre and Media arts students in
assessing information include: Lack of information technologies; Incompetence of
library staff; Economic/financial constraints; Irrelevant and out-dated materials,
Heavy workload; Ineffective network services; and Low level of computer literacy.

Conclusion
Based on the findings, it could be concluded that the major information needs of
students of Theater and Media Art students of Federal University, Oye-Ekiti are to solve
assignments, learning and research as well as entertainment related information. Due to the
diversity in information gathering, internet, cyber café and information centre were explored
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to meet their information needs. These were deterred by lack of information technologies,
incompetence of library staff, heavy workload of student and low computer literacy.

Recommendations
Considering the exhaustibility of the study, out the following are hereby
recommended:
1. The research center like library, documentation center, and internet should be well
funded by its parent organization
2. Theatre and Media Arts students of (FUOYE) should take very seriously users’
education programmes on Library, information and communication technology as the
requisite skill needed to explore information in the library using modern facilities.
3. Theatre and Media Arts students of (FUOYE) library should be adequately
architectural design, adequately stocked with most recent electronic resources since
students depend majorly on internets which are universally known for up-to-date
information.
4. The library staff should as a matter of policy ensure to provide assistance to the
aforementioned students, especially those who may have difficulties in searching for
needed information using library facilities.
5. Libraries should be provided with proper hardware and software and on-line access to
e-resources.
6. Management at both senate and departmental level should organize workshops as
means of educating and training students regarding the various e-information sources
available to explore in the library.
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